
Trudeau Doctoral Scholarship Application Outline  
The purpose of this document is to begin to assist you in the process of creating an application for the 
Trudeau Doctoral Competition via the University of Guelph. The information below is specific to last 
year’s application (2018), and is meant to be used as a reference. All other application details that have 
been released at this time are available on the Frequent Asked Questions (FAQ) section of the Trudeau 
Foundation website.  

The Trudeau Foundation will formally launch the competition and application portal on November 15th, 
and the University of Guelph’s internal applicant deadline is December 9, 2019.  

Outline of Main Trudeau Doctoral Scholarship Application Components, 2018 
1) Project Description – include background, objectives or research questions, theoretical or 

conceptual framework, research methods, and description of references.  
2) Letters of Reference – two letters of reference must be uploaded by the referees directly to 

your application. In the portal you will be able to send them a link that will enable them to 
complete their reference. They will not be able to see your application from this link, only their 
referee form. Letters should be a maximum of one page and should focus on how the applicant 
meets the Foundation’s selection criteria. Letters should be signed (electronic signatures are 
acceptable) and the name and contact information of the referee should be clearly stated. The 
referee and the candidate will both receive a confirmation e-mail when the letter has been 
submitted.  
IMPORTANT - there are two separate reference letters required: 

I. One must be from an academic referee concerning academic achievements; 
II. One must be concerning your leadership abilities 

3) Personal Statement – as Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation Scholars go beyond publishing articles 
and presenting at academic conferences in order to engage with an make an impact on society 
and the communities with whom they work, you are to describe what being a leader and an 
engaged academic means to you and how you plan to embody these characteristics in your 
career.  

4) You will be asked to list chronologically up to three post-secondary programmes of study 
completed, can provide up to four research achievements, up to five scholarships or fellowships 
previously or currently awarded to you, and up to five awards or honours you have received.  

5) Extra-curricular or public service activities & Work experience – can provide information on up 
to five extra-curricular or public service activities. You can also include up to five work positions 
held.  

6) Publications – You are to include full publication references for up to six of your most important 
publications, specifying whether or not they were collaborative efforts.  

7) Conferences – You are to provide information, in reverse chronological order, on up to five 
conferences in which you have participated, including a description of the nature of your 
participation (panel, paper, organizer, etc.)  

8) Documents – you must upload all official/final transcripts of record to your application (issued 
by a Registrar’s Office, NOT an unofficial student portal!). Tip – do not forget to upload your 
Guelph transcript too.  


